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Wiimsboro, S. C.

ELLA E. GOODING 80 YEARS OLD. (WHITE)
ROBERT C. GOODING 82 YEARS OLD. (WHITE)

Mr. Mrs. Robert C. Gooding are husband and wife. They live in a two-story
residence on the north side ofBratton Street, Winnsboro, S. C. On the south
side of the same street, immediately facing their residence, is the beautiful
high school building recently completed as aPublic Works Administration
project, of the United States Government.

Mrs. Gooding: "My people are ofEnglish and Scotch descent. My
grandfather was Clerk of Court in Fairfield County for sixteen years before
the Civil War. My father, Henry Laurens Elliott, was a large land and slave
owner and president of the Winnsboro Bank before that war. He first married
Mary McMaster. There were five children by that union. On the death of his
first wife, he married Tirzah Ketchin, my mother. By this mamage there were
nine children. Do you wish me to name all of the children? As many as I care
to? Well, the five by the McMaster wife were Mrs. J. P. Matthews, Mrs. [?]
R. Rosborough, Mrs. A. F. Ruff, Mrs. Joe Cummings and a son, John Elliott,
who was killed in the Civil War. By the Ketchin wife there were T. K. Elliott,
Mrs. T. K. McDonald, Mrs. J. P. Caldwell, Henry L. Elliott, Mrs. Lula
McAlpin, Mrs. Oliver Johnson, Helen, who died in childhood, and myself.

"I was bom about two miles northeast ofWinnsboro, in our plantation home
on the Peay's Ferry road, Febmary 5, 1858. I learned my A.B.C.'s, how to
spell, and how to read in aschool of twelve pupils, taught privately in
Winnsboro by Miss Susan A. Finney. Then my two older half sisters took
me in charge for ayear. Following such preparation, I was again sent to town
to Mr. Benjamin Rhett Stuart, ateacher in aprivate tuition school mthe old
Beaty house. The house is next to the Carolina Theatre building on South
Congress Street. When I was fourteen years old, an Episcopal rector
undertook my preparation for Woman's College, at Due West, S. C. He was a
splendid teacher. He afterward attained his D. D. degree, and for many years
was rector of St. Paul's Episcopal Church ofCharleston, S. C.

"Dr. J. I. Bonner was in charge ofWoman's College when I was there in 1872
to 1876. After I was graduated, I taught in my Alma Mater one year. In 1877,
I accepted a position as teacher here in Mt. Zion Insitute.



"The society girls in our set were Sallie McMaster, Hattie McMaster, Annie
McMaster, Mattie Beaty, Lula Center, Bell Gooding, Kittie Rion, Anna
Phinney, Mary Shaw, Lill and Marion Elliott, and my sisters.

"The boys in our set were T. K. Elliott, T. K. Ketchin, W. H. Flenniken, W.
T. Crawford, J. E. McDonald, W. J. Elliott, J. M. Beaty, W. A. Beaty, J. F.
McMaster, H. [?]. McMaster, and my husband, R. C. Gooding.

"We had regular monthly dances in the Thespian Hall on Washington Street.
The music rendered was by an amateur string band. The Gordon Light
Infantry, a fine military company, was part ofour social life. They took prizes
in company drills, once in Charlotte and once in New. Orleans. They gave an
annual picnic in Fortune Park every year. This was a great event in the social
life ofthe town. Atarget practice and shooting match came offthen, and
speeches and prizes were given for the best drilled man in the company and
for the best marksmanship. I remember W. A. Beaty was best in the manual
of arms, and Mr. J. C. Boag was the poorest marksman. His attempts were
always laughable and none enjoyed it more than he did.

"Now I had best let my husband tell you about some things, and I'll probably
want to have the last word before you go."

Mr. Gooding: "I was bom in the State ofKentucky, October 20, 1855, but my
father, A. F. Gooding, and my mother with the family, moved to Polk County,
Missouri, when I was but a child. My father joined the Confederate Army,
although we were living in a state that didn't go with the seceded states.

"Yankees came often to our house in search for father, and they showed
mother the tree onwhich they proposed to hang him if he was ever caught by
them. They took offall our slaves without our leave, for which we never
received any compensation. Mother decided to take the family, consisting
ofmy two young brothers. Sterling and Charles, my sister. Bell, and myself
back to the old home in Kentucky.

"After the war in 1869, father moved us to Winnsboro. Here my wife and I
were married. Our children were all bom here, married here, and have given
us grandchildren, the joy ofour old age. My son, Robert, mamed in
Brooklyn, New York. He died early. His son, Robert, is in the fi*eshman










